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Arcanum Unbounded The Cosmere
Collection

Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection If you're a dedicated fan of Brandon Sanderson or new to his
captivating universe, Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection is an essential addition to your library. This
masterful anthology compiles a selection of Sanderson’s most compelling short stories, novellas, and essays set
within his expansive and interconnected universe known as the Cosmere. Spanning multiple series, genres, and
themes, Arcanum Unbounded provides a comprehensive look at Sanderson’s world-building prowess, intricate
magic systems, and compelling characters. Whether you're exploring the Cosmere for the first time or a seasoned
reader seeking to deepen your understanding, this collection offers rich content that enhances the overall
experience of Sanderson's literary universe.

Overview of the Cosmere Universe
Understanding the significance of Arcanum Unbounded requires a grasp of the Cosmere itself. This interconnected
universe serves as the backdrop for most of Sanderson's major works, including the Mistborn series, Stormlight
Archive, and lesser-known stories. Each series operates within its own distinct world but shares underlying
cosmological themes, characters, and mysteries that weave a complex tapestry across the collection.

The Core Principles of the Cosmere
To appreciate the stories within Arcanum Unbounded, it helps to understand some foundational elements:

Shardworlds: Planets infused with divine splinters of power known as Shards, which influence magic, culture,1.
and history.
Investiture: The fundamental magical force that courses through the Cosmere, allowing for various2.
supernatural abilities.
Cosmere Cosmology: The overarching structure of the universe, including the nature of the Shards, the3.
Cognitive and Spiritual Realms, and the nature of power.

This interconnected cosmology is explored and expanded through the stories in Arcanum Unbounded, offering
readers a deeper understanding of Sanderson’s universe.

Contents of Arcanum Unbounded
Arcanum Unbounded is a curated collection of eight stories, novellas, and essays, each shedding light on different
facets of the Cosmere. Here's an overview of the contents:

1. The Emperor's Soul
- Summary: Set on the planet Sel, this novella explores themes of identity, magic, and political intrigue. It follows
Shai, a skilled Forger, who is tasked with rewriting a fallen emperor’s soul to prevent war. - Significance: While not
directly linked to the larger Cosmere plot, it showcases Sanderson’s mastery of magic systems and character
development.



2. The Cosmere Primer
- Summary: An essay that introduces new readers to the fundamental concepts of the Cosmere universe. It covers
key themes, magic systems, and the overarching cosmology. - Significance: Essential for newcomers, providing
context for understanding the interconnected stories.

3. Mistborn: Secret History
- Summary: A novella set alongside the original Mistborn trilogy, revealing secrets about the nature of Allomancy,
the Lord Ruler, and the deeper cosmic layers influencing the series. - Significance: Offers a behind-the-scenes look
at the Mistborn universe, enriching the experience of the main series.

4. The Stormlight Archive: Edgedancer
- Summary: A novella focusing on Lift, a popular character from the Stormlight Archive, exploring her backstory and
her unique relationship with the magical powers of the Knights Radiant. - Significance: Provides additional depth to
the Stormlight world and introduces new nuances to the ongoing saga.

5. Mistborn: The Bands of Mourning
- Summary: While technically part of the Mistborn trilogy, this novella expands on the world-building, introducing
new artifacts and magic systems. - Significance: It helps bridge the events of the trilogy with the secrets revealed in
Secret History.

6. The Emperor's Soul (Excerpt)
- Summary: An excerpt providing a deeper dive into the magic system of Forging, emphasizing the artistry and
complexity behind it. - Significance: Enriches understanding of the magic system introduced in the novella.

7. Mistborn: Wax and Wayne
- Summary: An introduction to the second Mistborn trilogy, set in the same universe but centuries later, blending
Western and steampunk elements. - Significance: Expands the Mistborn universe and shows its evolution over time.

8. Essays and Additional Content
- Examples: - "The Cosmere" – An essay detailing the universe's structure. - "The Magic of Mistborn" – An
exploration of Allomancy. - "The Stormlight Archive: Behind the Scenes" – Insights into Sanderson’s writing process.

Highlights and Key Themes
Arcanum Unbounded is not just a collection of stories but a window into Sanderson’s intricate world-building and
thematic depth. Some of the key themes explored include:

Identity and Transformation: Explored through characters like Shai and Lift, emphasizing change and self-1.
discovery.
Power and Responsibility: The dynamics of divine power, as seen in the Shards, and their influence on2.
civilizations.
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Magic as Art: Sanderson's unique magic systems, such as Allomancy, Feruchemy, and Surgebinding, are3.
portrayed as intricate, rule-based art forms.
Secrets and Revelation: The stories often hinge on uncovering hidden truths, aligning with the overarching4.
mystery of the Cosmere.

Why Read Arcanum Unbounded?
There are many compelling reasons to delve into Arcanum Unbounded:

Deepens Understanding: Provides additional context and background for major series, enhancing the reading1.
experience.
Expands the Universe: Introduces new characters, worlds, and magic systems that enrich the overall2.
narrative.
Showcases Sanderson’s Craftsmanship: Highlights his skill in short-form storytelling and world-building.3.
Prepares for Future Releases: Familiarity with these stories makes upcoming books in the Stormlight Archive4.
and Mistborn more meaningful.

Collecting and Reading Tips
For readers interested in exploring Arcanum Unbounded, consider the following tips:

Read the Stories in Context: While each story is enjoyable on its own, reading the main series first can1.
enhance understanding.
Use as a Supplement: The collection is perfect for deepening knowledge between major book releases or2.
when waiting for new installments.
Engage with the Essays: Sanderson’s essays provide valuable insights into his creative process and universe3.
structure.
Explore the Magic Systems: Pay close attention to how each magic system operates—this is central to4.
Sanderson’s storytelling style.

Conclusion: A Must-Have for Cosmere Fans
Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection stands as a testament to Brandon Sanderson’s mastery of
speculative fiction and meticulous world-building. It is an invaluable resource for fans seeking a deeper dive into the
interconnected worlds, characters, and mysteries that define the Cosmere. Whether you are new to Sanderson’s
universe or a seasoned reader, this collection offers a wealth of stories and insights that will deepen your
appreciation for his craft. As you explore these tales, you'll uncover the hidden layers of the universe and
understand why Sanderson's work continues to captivate readers worldwide. Don't miss the opportunity to own or
explore this essential collection—your journey into the depths of the Cosmere awaits.

Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection is a must-read anthology for fans of Brandon Sanderson’s expansive
universe. This collection not only offers a diverse array of stories set within the intricate universe known as the
Cosmere but also provides deeper insights into the lore, characters, and themes that make Sanderson’s work so
compelling. Whether you’re a seasoned Cosmere veteran or a newcomer curious about the scope of Sanderson’s
storytelling, Arcanum Unbounded serves as both an introduction and an expansion of the universe’s rich tapestry.

What Is Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection?

Arcanum Unbounded is a comprehensive anthology that compiles short stories, novellas, and essays set within the



Cosmere universe. Published in 2016, this collection brings together previously published works along with new
stories, offering fans a chance to explore the Cosmere’s depths from multiple angles.

Key features of the collection include:

A diverse range of stories across different planets and magic systems.1.
Background lore that enhances understanding of main series novels.2.
Bonus essays and annotations by Sanderson himself.3.

The collection is designed to deepen appreciation for the interconnected worlds, characters, and themes that
Sanderson masterfully weaves throughout his works.

The Significance of the Cosmere in Sanderson’s Universe

Before diving into the individual stories, it’s important to understand what makes the Cosmere so unique.

What Is the Cosmere?

The Cosmere is a shared universe that encompasses multiple planets, each with its own cultures, magic systems,
and histories. These worlds are interconnected through underlying cosmic forces, mysterious entities, and
overarching themes.

Core Themes and Concepts

Shards of Adonalsium: The universe is governed by powerful divine entities called Shards, each representing1.
fundamental aspects like Preservation, Ruin, or Cultivation.
Magic Systems: Each planet features its own unique form of magic, often tied to its environment and culture.2.
Interconnected Narratives: Characters and events on different planets sometimes intersect, revealing a grand3.
tapestry of cosmic history.

Why Is the Cosmere Important?

Sanderson’s intricate world-building and the way he interlinks stories across different worlds create a layered
reading experience. The Arcanum Unbounded collection helps readers understand these connections and
appreciate the depth of the universe.

Breakdown of Key Stories in Arcanum Unbounded

The collection features several standout stories, each contributing to the broader narrative and lore of the Cosmere.

The Emperor’s Soul (Novella)1.

Setting: Roshar (the same world as The Stormlight Archive)1.
Synopsis: Focusing on a Forger named Shai, this novella explores themes of identity, artistry, and redemption.2.
Shai’s skill at soulcasting—changing the very essence of objects—serves as a metaphor for transformation.
Significance: This story offers a deep dive into magical craftsmanship and political intrigue, providing context for3.
the complex culture of Roshar.

The Eleventh Metal (Short Story)1.

Setting: Scadrial (the world of Mistborn)1.
Synopsis: An exploration of the origins of Allomancy, this story follows a young woman seeking to understand2.
the strange metals that grant her powers.
Significance: It reveals foundational lore about the Mistborn magic system and showcases Sanderson’s talent for3.
world-building.

Mistborn: Secret History (Novella)1.
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Setting: Same as the original Mistborn trilogy1.
Synopsis: A companion story that runs parallel to the original trilogy, revealing hidden truths about the2.
characters’ fates and the true nature of the magic.
Significance: Essential reading for fans seeking a deeper understanding of the Mistborn universe, as it3.
recontextualizes key events.

The Legend of Copperplate (Short Story)1.

Setting: Scadrial1.
Synopsis: An origin story for the character of Kelsier, revealing his early life and motivations.2.
Significance: Adds depth to one of Sanderson’s most beloved characters and enriches the Mistborn lore.3.

Edgedancer (Sample Chapter from Stormlight Archive)1.

Setting: Roshar1.
Synopsis: A glimpse into the life of Lift, a fan-favorite character known for her humor and unique magical2.
abilities.
Significance: Provides insight into the ongoing events of the Stormlight Archive and introduces new facets of the3.
world’s magic.

Additional Content: Essays and Annotations

Apart from stories, Arcanum Unbounded includes insightful essays authored by Sanderson himself.

Notable Essays

The Cosmere Explained: An overview of the universe’s structure and the role of Shards.1.
Magic System Deep Dives: Sanderson discusses the rules and design behind each magic system.2.
World-Building Process: Insights into how Sanderson creates his interconnected worlds.3.

These essays serve as invaluable resources for aspiring writers and dedicated fans interested in the mechanics of
Sanderson’s storytelling.

Why Read Arcanum Unbounded?

For Lore Enthusiasts

The collection provides a wealth of background information that complements the main series. It’s especially useful
for readers who want to understand the nuances of the magic systems and the histories of different worlds.

For Newcomers

While some stories are set within ongoing series, most can be enjoyed independently. They serve as excellent entry
points into the Cosmere universe.

For Die-Hard Fans

The stories and essays deepen existing knowledge and reveal hidden connections, enriching the overall experience.

How to Approach Reading Arcanum Unbounded

Recommended Reading Order

Start with the standalone stories, such as The Emperor’s Soul and The Eleventh Metal, to build a foundation.1.
Read the parts of the collection that relate to your favorite series: e.g., Mistborn stories for fans of that trilogy.2.
Explore the essays to gain insights into Sanderson’s creative process and universe-building.3.

Tips for Maximizing Enjoyment



Familiarize yourself with the main series: While not mandatory, understanding the broader context enhances1.
appreciation.
Take notes on recurring themes and references: The interconnectedness becomes more apparent with attentive2.
reading.
Revisit stories after reading the main series: Many stories gain new meaning once you understand their place3.
within the larger narrative.

The Impact of Arcanum Unbounded on Sanderson’s Legacy

Arcanum Unbounded consolidates Sanderson’s storytelling prowess and his mastery of world-building. It
demonstrates his ability to craft compelling stories across different scales—from tight novellas to sprawling
epics—and to interweave them into a cohesive universe.

This collection also underscores Sanderson’s commitment to transparency and reader engagement, as evidenced
by his inclusion of detailed essays. It helps bridge the gap between casual readers and dedicated fans, fostering a
deeper appreciation of the craft behind the Cosmere.

Final Thoughts

Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection is more than just a compilation of stories; it’s a curated journey
through the universe Sanderson has meticulously built over years. It invites readers to explore the depths of the
Cosmere’s magic, history, and characters, while also providing a behind-the-scenes look at Sanderson’s creative
process.

Whether you’re seeking to fill in gaps, deepen your understanding, or simply enjoy well-crafted tales set in a
universe unlike any other, this collection is an essential addition to any fantasy lover’s library. Its rich lore,
interconnected stories, and insightful commentary make it a standout work that enhances the overall experience of
the Cosmere.

Embark on this journey through the myriad worlds of Brandon Sanderson’s universe, and discover why Arcanum
Unbounded is considered a cornerstone for fans and newcomers alike.

Questions & Answers About arcanum unbounded the
cosmere collection

No Question Answer

1 What is 'Arcanum Unbounded: The
Cosmere Collection'?

'Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection' is a compilation of
all of Brandon Sanderson's short works set within the Cosmere
universe, including novellas, short stories, and essays that expand
on the interconnected worlds and characters.

2 Which stories are included in
'Arcanum Unbounded'?

The collection includes stories like 'The Emperor's Soul,' 'Mistborn:
Secret History,' 'The Stormlight Archive' novellas such as
'Edgedancer' and 'The Emperor's Soul,' as well as essays and
supplemental materials that deepen understanding of the
Cosmere.

3 How does 'Arcanum Unbounded'
enhance the understanding of the
Cosmere universe?

By providing background stories, character insights, and
worldbuilding details through various novellas and essays, the
collection offers a richer and more comprehensive understanding
of the interconnected Cosmere universe.
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4 Is 'Arcanum Unbounded' necessary to
enjoy the main Cosmere novels?

No, the main novels can be enjoyed independently, but reading
'Arcanum Unbounded' provides additional context, lore, and depth
that enrich the overall experience for dedicated fans.

5 Are there any new stories in 'Arcanum
Unbounded' that aren't available
elsewhere?

Yes, some stories like 'The Emperor's Soul' and 'Mistborn: Secret
History' are exclusive to this collection or were previously only
available in limited editions, making the collection a must-have for
completists.

6 When was 'Arcanum Unbounded'
published and how has its reception
been?

'Arcanum Unbounded' was published in 2016 and has been highly
praised by fans for its comprehensive content and insight into the
Cosmere universe, solidifying Brandon Sanderson's reputation as a
master worldbuilder.

7 Can new readers start with 'Arcanum
Unbounded' or should they begin with
the novels?

While new readers can start with the collection to get an overview
of the Cosmere, it's generally recommended to begin with the core
novels like 'Mistborn' or 'The Way of Kings' to fully appreciate the
stories and then explore the collection for additional depth.

8 Will there be future collections similar
to 'Arcanum Unbounded'?

Brandon Sanderson has expressed interest in expanding the
Cosmere through future stories and collections, so fans can look
forward to more content that further explores this interconnected
universe.

Cosmere, Brandon Sanderson, fantasy anthology, science fiction, epic fantasy, interconnected universe, short
stories, mythology, worldbuilding, novel collection
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